
 

 AESD Independent Study Week 7 Packet  (5/4-8)  
                 Grade Span 6-8 

Time Frame Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

8:00am-8:45am 
ELA 

 

 
 

Extra/Daily Activities:  
● Read for at least 30 minutes. Choose an A.R. book, a magazine, or log in to myOn to access a digital library and 

news articles. Use this district link: https://www.myon.com/school/adelantoreads, Student Username for Grade 6: 
myon6; for Grade 7: myon7; for Grade 8: myon8; and Student Password for All Grades: 123. *If you don’t have 
access to these, read the passages in this packet. 

● Take an A.R. quiz through your Renaissance Clever Log in on the AESD website https://www.aesd.net/Content2/4 
● Do Lexia lessons/units through your Clever Log in on the AESD website https://www.aesd.net/Content2/4 
● Read & Respond. See your copy of the Read & Respond Choice Board and pick your choice of activity. 
● Vocabulary Journal. Circle/Highlight the unfamiliar vocabulary words you find in the reading passages in this 

packet. Create or complete your vocabulary journal on the words you identified. 
● Writing Prompts. See your copy of Middle School Writing Prompts and respond to your choice. 

Note: ELA Packet Level 1=Grade 6; ELA Packet Level 2=Grade 7; ELA Packet Level 3=Grade 8 

Vocabulary- 
( p. 261) 
 
Read the passage 
“The Triangle 
Shirtwaist Fire”.  
 
Circle/Highlight each 
vocabulary word that 
is unfamiliar to you.  
 
Use the ask and 
answer questions 
strategy to check for 
understanding as you 
read. 

Reread the passage 
“The Triangle 
Shirtwaist Fire”. Do 
the fluency 
assessment at the 
bottom of page 265. 
 
Start your vocabulary 
journal for the week. 
 
Complete the theme 
graphic organizer on 
p. 262. 
 
See your copy of the 
Read & Respond 

Vocabulary Strategy: 
Adages and Proverbs; 
Word Study: Suffixes -
ance, -ence, -ant, and 
-ent 
(pp. 267-268) 
 
Search for at least two 
other examples of 
adages and proverbs. 
Explain what they 
mean. 
 
 
 
 

Write About Reading: 
Write an Analysis; 
Writing Traits: Voice 
(pp. 269-270) 
 
Refer to your copy of 
Writing Prompts and 
pick your choice for 
the week. 
 
 
 

Refer to the above daily 
activities.  
 
Revise and edit your 
writing for the week. 
 
 
 

https://www.myon.com/school/adelantoreads
https://www.aesd.net/Content2/4
https://www.aesd.net/Content2/4


 

 
Answer the given 
questions. (pp. 263-
265) 
 
 

Choice Board and 
pick your choice of 
activity. 
 
Genre/Text Feature 
P. 266 

Break 

9:00am-9:45am 
Math 

 
 

This i-Ready  “At-Home-Activity” Packet includes sets of practice problems that align to important math concepts your 
student has worked with so far this year. We recommend that your student completes one page of practice problems each 
day. Encourage your student to do the best they can with this content—the most important thing is that they continue 
developing their mathematical fluency and skills! 

Grade 6: Math packet 
Page 14 
Grade 7: 
Math Packet page 14 
Grade 8: 
Math Packet page 14 

Grade 6: Math packet 
Page 15 
Grade 7: 
Math Packet page 15 
Grade 8: 
Math Packet page 15 

Grade 6: Math packet 
Page 16 
Grade 7: 
Math Packet page 16 
Grade 8: 
Math Packet page 
16-17 

Grade 6: Math packet 
Page 17 
Grade 7: 
Math Packet page 17 
Grade 8: 
Math Packet page 18 

Grade 6: Math packet 
Page 18 
Grade 7: 
Math Packet page 18 
Grade 8: 
Math Packet page 19 

Break 

10:00am-10:45am 
History 

Read page 1 in “The 
Printing Press Mini Q” 
 
Complete page 2 in 
“The Printing Press 
Mini Q” 
 
Use your Marking the 
Text Strategies as you 
read page 3 in “The 
Printing Press Mini 
Q.”  See the 
“Overview” document 
in this packet for help 
with Marking the Text 

Complete the 
“Background Essay 
Questions” on page 4 
of “The Printing Press 
Mini Q.” 
 
Complete the 
“Understanding the 
Question and Pre-
Bucketing” worksheet 
on page 5 of “The 
Printing Press Mini 
Q.” 
 
UPGRADE 

Complete “Document 
A” on page 6 of “The 
Printing Press Mini 
Q.” 
 
UPGRADE 
ACTIVITY: 
Complete “Document 
D” on page 9 of “The 
Printing Press Mini 
Q.” 

Complete “Document 
C” on page 8 of “The 
Printing Press Mini 
Q.” 
 
UPGRADE 
ACTIVITY: 
Complete “Document 
E” on page 10 of “The 
Printing Press Mini 
Q.” 

Complete “Bucketing: 
Getting Ready to Write” 
on page 11 and “From 
Thesis to Essay 
Writing” on page 12.  
You will be completing 
these documents as if 
you were answering the 
question: Exploration 
or Reformation: Which 
was the more important 
consequence of the 
printing press? 
 
 



 

Strategies. 
 
UPGRADE 
ACTIVITY: 
Write a 1 paragraph 
summary of “The 
Printing Press Mini 
Q.” See the 
“Overview” document 
in this packet for help 
with writing a 
paragraph summary. 

ACTIVITY: 
Complete “Document 
B” on page 7 of “The 
Printing Press Mini 
Q.” 

UPGRADE ACTIVITY: 
Use pages all the 
information you read 
and completed this 
week to write an essay 
using pages 13 and 14 
of this packet to answer 
the following question: 
Exploration 
or Reformation: Which 
was the more important 
consequence of the 
printing press? 
 
See the “Overview” 
document in this packet 
for help with writing an 
essay. 

Lunch 

11:45am-12:30pm 
SEL 

Read and polish your 2020 COVID 19 Time Capsule project. Decide a secure place to keep your completed time 
capsule. 

Break 

12:45pm-1:30pm 
Science 

6th & 7th Grades- 
Read “Smart About 
Medicine.” Underline 
words that you don’t 
know how to read.  
Practice sounding 
them out.  Read the 
article again.  Focus 
on correctly saying 
the words that are 
unfamiliar to you.     
Answer 
Comprehension 

6th & 7th Grades - 
Read “Smart About 
Medicine.”  Try 
reading it faster today 
than you did 
yesterday. Do you 
know how to say all of 
the words that you did 
not know yesterday?  
Have you learned the 
meaning of those 
words?  Answer 
Comprehension 

6th & 7th Grades - 
Read “Smart About 
Medicine.”  Try 
reading it faster today 
than you did 
yesterday.  Answer 
question 7.  Write 3 
facts you learned from 
this article.  Use 
complete sentences. 
 
8th Grade-- Read 
“The Hoover Dam.”  

6th & 7th Grades - 
Read “Smart About 
Medicine.”  Try to 
read it faster than you 
have been doing.  
Answer 
Comprehension 
question #8.  Use 
complete sentences in 
your answer.  Read 
about the vocabulary 
word “monitor.”  Write 
a sentence using 

6th & 7th Grades Read 
“Smart About 
Medicine.”  Try to make 
this your fastest reading 
time of the week.  
Answer Comprehension 
question #9.  Write 4 or 
more sentences in your 
answer.  Support your 
answer by drawing a 
picture. Great work for 
this week!  Enjoy your 
weekend. 



 

questions 1, 2 and 3. 
 
 
8th Grade - Read 
“The Hoover Dam”  
Underline words that 
you don’t know how to 
read.  Practice 
sounding them out.  
Re-read the article.  
Focus on correctly 
saying the words that 
are unfamiliar to you.    
Answer questions 1, 
2, and 3.  Read about 
the vocabulary word 
“dam.”  Write the 
vocabulary word in a 
sentence as it is used 
in the story.  Draw a 
picture to illustrate 
your sentence. 

questions 4, 5 and 6.  
Read about the 
vocabulary word 
“consumer.”  Write a 
sentence using the 
word “consumer” as it 
is used in the article.  
Draw a picture to 
illustrate your 
sentence. 
 
 
8th Grade-- Read 
“The Hoover Dam.”  
Try reading it faster 
today than you did 
yesterday. Do you 
know how to say all of 
the words that you did 
not know yesterday?  
Have you learned the 
meaning of those 
words?  Answer 
Comprehension 
questions 4 and 5..  
Read about the 
vocabulary word 
“generate”  Write 3  
sentences, in your 
own words, using the 
word “generate” as it 
applies to the story.  
Draw a picture to 
illustrate your 
sentences. 
 

Try reading it faster 
today than you did 
yesterday.  Answer 
Comprehension 
question 7.  Read 
about the vocabulary 
word “irrigate.”  Write 
3 sentences using the 
word “irrigate.”  Draw 
a picture to illustrate 
your sentences. 
 

“monitor” as it is used 
in this article,  Draw a 
picture to illustrate 
your sentence. 
 
 
8th Grade - Read The 
Hoover Dam”  Try to 
read it faster than you 
have been doing.  
Answer question 9.  
Write your answer in 
complete sentences. 

 
 8th Grade-Read “The 
Hoover Dam.”  Try to 
make this your fastest 
reading time of the 
week. Answer question 
#10.  Write a summary 
of the story.  Include 
any thoughts about 
what you learned and 
the impression it made 
on you. 
Great work for this 
week!  Enjoy your 
weekend.  
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 



Name: ___________________________

Copyright © 2014  K12reader.com. All Rights Reserved. Free for educational use at home or in classrooms. www.k12reader.com



Name: 

_____________________________________ Date: ________________________ 

Vocabulary Journal 

Choose two of the vocabulary words you are learning. Answer the parts needed 

below. Copy the format on the back page to work on other vocabulary words. 

Word: 

Part of Speech: 

Meaning: _________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

Word: 

Part of Speech: 

Meaning: _________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

Synonyms/Examples 

 

 

 

Picture: 

 

 

 

 

Antonyms/Non-Examples: 

 

 

 Sentence:  
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ELA Packet Level 1evel 

1 

ELA Packet Level 1 
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ELA Packet Level 2 



 
ELA Packet Level 2evel 
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ELA Packet Level 3evel 

1 

ELA Packet Level 3 



 

 

ELA Packet Level 3evel 

1 

ELA Packet Level 3 
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1 

ELA Packet Level 3 
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1 

ELA Packet Level 3 



 

 

ELA Packet Level 3evel 

1 

ELA Packet Level 3 
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©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying permitted for classroom use. GRADE 6  LESSON 18

FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 18

Finding a Percent of a Quantity
Find the percent of the number. The answers are mixed up at the bottom of the  
page. Cross out the answers as you complete the problems.

1  40% of 80 2  25% of 60 3  10% of 90

     

4  50% of 70 5  80% of 500 6  75% of 80

     

7  90% of 250 8  65% of 400 9  85% of 800

     

10  55% of 140 11  45% of 160 12  95% of 180

     

13  70% of 720 14  15% of 220 15  65% of 200

     

Answers

 9 77 504 72 225

260 171 33 60 35

400 32 130 680 15

© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. 15

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying permitted for classroom use. GRADE 6  LESSON 18

FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 18

Finding the Whole 
Solve each problem.

1  25% of what number is 13?

       

2  50% of what number is 140?

       

3  10% of what number is 60?

       

4  5% of what number is 12?

       

5  30% of what number is 72?

       

6  70% of what number is 56?

       

7  95% of what number is 57?

       

8  75% of what number is 66?

       

9  85% of what number is 102?

       

10  45% of what number is 63?

       

11  Explain how you could use 25% of a number to find the number.
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©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying permitted for classroom use. GRADE 6  LESSON 9

FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 9

Understanding Division with Fractions

1  Complete the bar model to show how many   1 ·· 5  s make   14 ·· 10   .

14
10

1
5

 How many   1 ·· 5  s make   14 ·· 10   ?       

Complete the equations.

   14 ·· 10   4        5 7        •   1 ·· 5   5   14 ·· 10  

2  Use the number line to show    2 ·· 3    4    1 ·· 12    .

0 2
3

What is the quotient?       

3  Which type of model do you like better, the bar model or the number line? 
Explain.

© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. 17

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying permitted for classroom use. GRADE 6  LESSON 10

FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 10

Using Multiplication to Divide by a Fraction 
Write the missing digits in the boxes to make each equation true.

1     1 ·· 2    4    2 ·· 3    5    1 ·· 2    3     ···· 2    5    3 ····    

3     2 ·· 5    4    3 ·· 4    5    2 ·· 5    3     ····     5     ···· 15   

5     3 ·· 4    4    5 ·· 7    5    3 ·· 4    3     ····     5     ····      

7  4     ···· 2    4    2 ·· 5    5    9 ·· 2    3     ····     5     ····      

9  1    2 ·· 3    4 2    1 ·· 4    5     ···· 3    3     ···· 9    5     ····      

2     4 ·· 5    4    1 ·· 4    5    4 ·· 5    3    4 ····    5     ····      

4     5 ·· 6    4    5 ·· 12    5    5 ·· 6    3     ····     5     ···· 30    5 2

6  1    1 ·· 3    4    3 ·· 7    5     ···· 3    3    7 ····     5     ····      

8  3    1 ·· 2    4     ···· 8    5    7 ····     3    8 ·· 7    5     ····     5 

10  3    3 ·· 5    4 1   3 ····     5    18 ····     3    4 ·· 7    5     ····     

11  Write a word problem that could be solved by the equation in problem 8.
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©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying permitted for classroom use.

FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 23

GRADE 6  LESSON 23 Page 1 of 2

Understanding Positive and Negative Numbers

1  The points on the number line are opposite numbers. The tick marks represent 
intervals of 1 unit.

Label 0 at the correct spot on the number line.

Label the point plotted to the right of 0. 

Label the point plotted to the left of 0.

2  Use this list of numbers to answer the following questions:  

0, 4, 22,    2 ·· 3    , 21.8, 16, 3.2, 2   5 ·· 4   

Which numbers are rational numbers that are not integers?

Of the remaining numbers, which are integers but not whole numbers? 

Of the remaining numbers, which are whole numbers? 

3  Use the following terms to complete the following statements: integers, rational 
numbers, and whole numbers. Use each term only once.

The counting numbers and zero are          .

The counting numbers and their opposites, along with zero, 
are          .

Integers and the decimal equivalents of fractions are          .
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©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying permitted for classroom use. GRADE 7  LESSON 3

FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 3

Understanding Proportional Relationships 
Read and solve the problems. Show your work.

1  Josie is making pizza dough. Complete the double number line by filling in the 
missing values. Then write an equation that models the relationship between the 
total cups of flour, c, and number of batches, n. Show your work.

0 1 2 5Batches

0 3Cups of
Flour

3
4 334

2  Lilli bought each of her friends a pair of colorful socks that cost $5.50.  
Complete the table to show how much Lilli paid to buy different numbers of 
socks. Then write an equation that shows the total cost, c, for p pairs of socks. 

Cost $11.00

Pairs of socks 1 2 3

3  Explain how using a table is similar to using a double number line and how it  
is different.

4  Mrs. Lopez types at a constant rate. The constant of proportionality for the 
relationship between the number of words she types, w, and the number of 
minutes she types, m, is 38. Write an equation to show this relationship.
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©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying permitted for classroom use.

FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 4

GRADE 7  LESSON 4 Page 1 of 2

Interpreting Graphs of Proportional 
Relationships 
The graph shows the cost of apples at a local market. Use the graph to answer 
problems 1–3. 

1  What is the cost of 1 apple and of 3 apples?  
How do you know?

2  What does the point (0, 0) represent in this context?

3  What does the point (2, 1.5) represent in this context?

The graph shows Manuela’s earnings for the number of hours she spends 
tutoring. Use the graph to answer problems 4 and 5.

4  How much does Manuela earn for each hour of tutoring? 
Explain.

5  Write an equation that shows the relationship between Manuela’s earnings, y, and 
hours, x.

 

5
4.5
4

3.5
3

2.5
2

1.5
1

0.5

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

x

y

Co
st

 ($
)

Number of Apples

0
0

100
90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20

x

y

Ea
rn

in
g

s 
($

)

Hours Worked

0
0
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FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 4

GRADE 7  LESSON 4 Page 2 of 2

Interpreting Graphs of Proportional 
Relationships continued

The graph shows the distance Jason’s family traveled on a recent road trip.  
Use the graph to answer problems 6–8.

6  What is the constant of proportionality?  
Explain how you know.

7  Identify and interpret one other point on the graph. 

8  Write an equation that models the distance, d, traveled in t hours.

The graph shows the cost per pound of chicken salad.  
Use the graph to answer problems 9 and 10.

9  Randy claims that he can purchase 3.5 pounds of chicken 
salad for $23.50. Is he correct? Explain. 

10  Explain how you can determine how much chicken salad 
may be purchased for $52.50.

250
225
200
175
150
125
100
75
50
25

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

x

y

D
is

ta
n

ce
 (M

ile
s)

Hours Traveled

0
0

75
67.5
60

52.5
45

37.5
30

22.5
15
7.5

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

x

y
Co

st
 ($

)

Chicken Salad (pounds)

0
0
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FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 4

GRADE 7  LESSON 4 Page 1 of 2

Recognizing Graphs of Proportional  
Relationships 
Circle all the problems with graphs that do NOT represent a proportional  
relationship. For the problems that are circled, explain why the graphs do  
not represent a proportional relationship.

1  10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0

10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

x

y  2  50
45
40
35
30
25
20
15
10
5
0

10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

x

y

   

3  10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0

10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

x

y  4  10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0

10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

x

y

   

5  10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0

10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

x

y  6  10

8

6

4

2

0
0 5 10 15 20

x

y

   



© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. 18

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying permitted for classroom use.

FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 4

GRADE 7  LESSON 4 Page 2 of 2

Recognizing Graphs of Proportional 
Relationships continued

7  10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0

10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

x

y  8  10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0

10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

x

y

   

9  10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0

10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

x

y  10  10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0

10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

x

y

   

11  Without analyzing specific points on a graph, explain how you know whether  
a graph shows a proportional relationship. 
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FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 16

GRADE 8  LESSON 16 Page 1 of 2

Writing an Equation for a Linear Function from 
a Verbal Description
Write an equation for each linear function described. Show your work.

1  The graph of the function passes through the point (2, 1), and y increases by 4 
when x increases by 1.

2  the function with a rate of change of    3 ·· 2    whose graph passes through the  

point (4, 10.5)

3  the function with a rate of change of    4 ·· 5    that has a value of 10 at x 5 10

4  the function that has an x-intercept of 22 and a y-intercept of 2   2 ·· 3   

5  Cameron stops to get gas soon after beginning a road trip. He checks his distance 
from home 2 hours after filling his gas tank and checks again 3 hours later. The first 
time he checked, he was 170 miles from home. The second time, he was 365 miles 
from home. What equation models Cameron’s distance from home as a function of 
the time since getting gas?

6  A charity organization is holding a benefit event. It receives $28,000 in donations 
and $225 for each ticket sold for the event. What equation models the total 
amount earned from the event as a function of the number of tickets sold?

© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. 15
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FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 16

GRADE 8  LESSON 16 Page 2 of 2

Writing an Equation for a Linear Function from 
a Verbal Description continued

7  The same charity organization from problem 6 has to pay $4,700 for the banquet 
hall as well as $110 per plate for each ticket sold. 

a.  What equation models the total amount spent as a function of the number of 
tickets sold?

b.  Using your answer from problem 6, write an equation for the charity’s profit as 
a function of ticket sales. (profit 5 amount earned 2 amount spent)

8  A school pays $1,825 for 150 shirts. This includes the $25 flat-rate shipping cost. 

a.  What equation models the total cost as a function of the number of T-shirts 
ordered?

b. What does each variable represent?

c.  What are the initial value and rate of change of the function? What does each 
one represent?
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FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 18

GRADE 8  LESSON 18 Page 1 of 2

Using Graphs to Describe Functions  
Qualitatively
Tell a story that could be represented by the graph shown.

1  The graph represents steps taken as a function of time.

O
x

y

St
ep

s

Time (Hours)

2  The graph represents average pace as a function of time.

A
ve

ra
g

e 
Pa

ce

Time (Minutes)
O

x

y
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FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 18

GRADE 8  LESSON 18 Page 2 of 2

Using Graphs to Describe Functions  
Qualitatively continued

3  The graph shows sales as a function of time.

x

y

Sa
le

s

Time (minutes)
O

4  The graph shows distance as a function of time.

x

y

Time (minutes)
O

D
is

ta
n

ce
 (m

ile
s)

5  For an interval on a graph that shows that a change is happening, explain how the 
shape of the graph on that interval tells you whether the change is happening 
gradually or quickly.
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FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 8

GRADE 8  LESSON 8 Page 1 of 2

Finding the Slope of a Line
Use the information provided to find the slope of each line. State what the slope 
represents.

1  

  

2  

  

3  

  

4  5
4.5
4

3.5
3

2.5
2

1.5
1

0.5
0

10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

x

y
Po

un
d

s

Bags

  

5  5
4.5
4

3.5
3

2.5
2

1.5
1

0.5
0

10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

x

y

O
un

ce
s

Pieces

  

6  100
90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10
0

10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

x

y

D
ol

la
rs

Tickets

  

Seconds 0 5 10

Feet 0 30 60

Hours 0 2 5

Dollars 0 18 45

20
18
16
14
12
10
8
6
4
2
0

10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

x

y

M
ile

s

Hours
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FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 8

GRADE 8  LESSON 8 Page 2 of 2

Finding the Slope of a Line continued

7  

15
20
25
30
35

10
5
0

10 2 3 4 5 6 7

x

y

Cy
cl
es

Minutes

  

8  70
60
50
40
30
20
10
0

10 2 3 4 5 6

x

y
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11  Compare finding the slope using a table and using a graph.
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Printing Press Mini-Q

A Mini Document Based Question (Mini-Q) 

Overview: There are historians who believe that the printing press ranks among the most revolutionary  
new technologies in the history of humankind. Like the invention of the alphabet two thousand years 
before, and the computer 500 years after, the printing press changed the way and the speed with 
which we share ideas with one another. As much as any invention in human history, the printing 
press changed our lives.

The Documents:
Document A: The Spread of Printing (map)

Document B: The Spread of Protestantism 

Document C: Religions in Europe (map)

Document D: Columbus’ Letter (text and map)

Document E: Printing and Mapmaking

Exploration or Reformation: 
Which Was the More Important

Consequence of the Printing Press?

Source: The French National Library
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Printing Press Mini-Q

Hook Exercise: Ranking Historical Importance

Directions: The history of communications is dotted with milestones – developments and discoveries 
that greatly advanced human ability to exchange feelings and ideas. Below are twelve communications 
milestones. From these, create a “top ten” list placing a “1” in front of the most important breakthrough, 
a “2” in front of the second most important breakthrough, etc. In the space to the right, explain the 
reasons for your first two or three choices. Be ready to discuss your rankings. 

Note:  c. = circa = about/around

RANK    MILESTONE        REASON FOR RANK 

 Sign language (c. 2,000,000 BCE)

  

 Spoken language (c. 25,000 BCE)

 Picture drawing (c. 20,000 BCE)

  Picture writing (c. 6,000 BCE)

  Hieroglyphics (pictures plus letters) (c. 3,100 BCE)

  Alphabetic writing (c. 1,500 BCE)

  Paper (c. 105 CE)

  Printing press (c. 1450 CE)

  Typewriter (c. 1870 CE)

  Telephone (c. 1875 CE)

  Personal computer (c. 1984)

  Cell phone (1990s CE)
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Printing Press Mini-QBackground Essay

At the end of the millenium, in late 1999, 
Arts and Entertainment Television identified 100 
of the most influential people in the last 1,000 
years of world history. It then asked a panel of 
experts to select the most influential person of 
these. From a list that included William Shake-
speare, Isaac Newton, Thomas Jefferson, and 
Albert Einstein, the experts picked Johannes 
Gutenberg. Many viewers were surprised, even 
shocked. Some weren’t sure who Gutenberg was.

What Johannes Gutenberg did in the 1450s 
was to invent the first practical printing press. 
His invention came as a mile-
stone event in the evolution 
of human communication. 
For probably a million years 
or more, early mankind had 
depended on sign language 
for communicating. Then, 
about 25,000 years ago, man 
learned to speak. The first pic-
ture writing dates from 8,000 
years ago and the first evidence of an alphabet 
comes from Phoenicia around 1500 BCE. 

The amazing thing about the alphabet is that 
every sound that we can imagine can be shown 
by some combination of a handful of letters. 
Unlike the ancient written languages of the 
Egyptians or Chinese, the alphabet represents 
sounds, not ideas. The Chinese written language 
has more than 50,000 different characters; our 
modern alphabet has 26 letters. 

While the alphabet was easy to learn and 
put down on papyrus or eventually paper, it did 
not make written communication fast or cheap. 
Scrolls and then bound books were developed, 
but both had to be written by hand. During the 
Middle Ages, monks wrote manuscript books 
with pen and ink in a copying room known as 
a scriptorium. Even a small book could take 
months to complete. A book the size of the Bible 
could take several years. By the 1400s mass 
production scriptoriums did exist, with over 50 

scribes writing away as a single reader dictated 
a text. But it was slow and the books that were 
created, while often beautiful, could only be  
afforded by the rich.

At this same time, Gutenberg, a goldsmith in 
Mainz, Germany, began his work on a mechanical 
printing system. Gutenberg was a businessman 
and he saw the future. The Renaissance was 
underway with a surge of ideas breathing new 
life into painting, architecture, old classical 
literature, theater, and much more. If only books 
could be created faster. The idea wasn’t new. 

The Chinese introduced 
woodblock printing in 600 
CE. They even experimented 
with movable wooden type, 
but with 50,000 characters, 
carving each character was 
impossible. Gutenberg saw 
his chance. Why not metal 
letters that wouldn’t wear 
out, set in a frame that could 

be inked, papered, and pressed? Copies could be 
printed by the hundreds, or even thousands.

In 1455 Gutenberg printed 180 Bibles, each 
of them over 1800 pages long. There are only 
21 of these Gutenberg Bibles left, some worth 
over $30 million. By 1500 more than 20 million 
printed books were in existence. By 1600 more 
than 200 million books had come off the presses. 
The impact of all this is hard to overestimate. 

Two areas that were clearly affected by the 
printing press were overseas exploration and the 
Protestant Reformation. The first involved  
doubling the size of the known world. The  
second involved dividing the Christian church 
into several pieces. Your task in this Mini-Q is 
first to look at documents that reveal the role 
played by the printing press in these two move-
ments. Then address the question – Exploration 
or Reformation: Which was the more important 
consequence of the printing press?

Exploration or Reformation: Which Was the More Important  
Consequence of the Printing Press?
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Printing Press Mini-Q

Background Essay Questions 

1. Who did Arts and Entertainment Television select as the most influential person of the millenium?

2. What communication breakthroughs are connected with each of these dates?

 25,000 BCE

   6,000 BCE  (8,000 years ago)

   1,500 BCE

      600 CE

   1,450 CE

3. Why is setting type using alphabet letters easier than setting type using Chinese characters?

4. What effect did the printing press have on the number of books produced and their selling price?

5. What is the approximate value of a Gutenberg Bible today? 

6. Define these terms:

 millennium

 scrolls

 papyrus

 scriptorium

 Renaissance 

 woodblock printing

 Gutenberg Bible

Timeline
 1040 CE –  Chinese experiment with moveable type.

 c.1300 –  Uighurs of central Asia develop moveable type. Word does not reach Europe.

 1455 –  Gutenberg uses moveable type to print first Bibles.

 1465 –  First printing press in Italy

 1474 –  First printed book in English

 1492 –   Columbus lands in the West Indies. 

 1543 –  Catholic Church decrees no book may be printed without its permission.
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Printing Press Mini-Q

Understanding the Question and Pre-Bucketing 

Understanding the Question

1. What is the analytical question asked by this Mini-Q?

 
2. What terms in the question need to be defined?

3. Rewrite the question in your own words.

Pre-Bucketing

Directions: Using clues from the Mini-Q question, suggest possible labels for the buckets.  
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Printing Press Mini-Q

Document A

Sources:  Maps created from various sources.

Document Analysis
1.  How many printing presses were in 

Europe in 1471?

2.  About how many printing presses 
were in Europe in 1500?

3.  What inference can you make about 
change in the price of books in 
Europe between 1471 and 1500? 
Explain your thinking.

4.  What inference can you make about 
change in literacy in Europe be-
tween 1471 and 1500? Explain your 
thinking.
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5. What inference can you make about changes in people’s interest in geography? Explain.

6. As mentioned in the Background Essay, Bibles were the first things to roll off the printing presses 
and were the top seller. How might this effect the power of the Pope?
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Printing Press Mini-Q

Document B

Source: Excerpts from Martin Luther’s 95 Theses, 1517.

Source: John Man, Gutenberg: How One Man Remade the World with Words, 2002.

Note:  Martin Luther was a Catholic priest who was unhappy with his church. On October 31, 1517 he 
posted 95 Theses’ or criticisms’ on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany. One 
of his goals was to stir up debate about indulgences. Indulgences were payments to the Roman 
Catholic Church in return for pardons for one’s sins and grants of salvation in the afterlife. Because 
of the printing press, the 95 Theses were known throughout Germany in two weeks and throughout 
Europe in a month. Luther’s protest triggered a movement called the Protestant Reformation and 
led to the Lutheran religion.

Document Analysis

1. Who was Martin Luther?

2. What was Martin Luther’s main objection with the Catholic Church? Explain in some detail.

3.  According to Luther, what will happen to people who pay the Catholic Church to get out of  
purgatory and into Heaven?

4.  How did the printing press help Luther’s protest against the Catholic Church? Provide concrete 
numbers.

20.  Thus those indulgence preachers are in error who say that a man is absolved 
(pardoned) from every penalty and saved by papal indulgences. 

27.  They preach only human doctrines who say that as soon as the money clinks 
into the money chest, the soul flies out of purgatory. 

32.  Those who believe that they can be certain of their salvation because they 
have indulgence letters will be eternally damned, together with their teachers. 

As Rome prepared the heavy artillery, Luther fired off more salvos (shots), with the 
help of the press. His sermons, tracts and polemics (political attacks), all in German 
… streamed from presses by the hundreds of thousands…. According to one estimate, 
a third of all books printed in Germany between 1518 and 1525 were by him. Pause 
to consider that figure. Of course, printing was in its infancy, but Germany at the 
time was turning out about a million books a year, of which a third – 300,000 – were 
by Luther. 
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Printing Press Mini-Q

Document C
Source: Map created from various sources.

Document Analysis
1. According to the inset map, what religion dominated Europe in 1500?

2. By 1560, what two main branches of Christianity existed in western Europe?

3. What countries, or parts of countries, were all or mostly Protestant in 1560?

4.  Compare this map with the printing press map in Document A. Is there a connection between the 
spread of Protestantism and the spread of the printing press? Explain your thinking.

5.  What arguments can be made to support the claim that the Protestant Reformation was a very  
important consequence of the printing press?
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Document D

Sources:  Text: Christopher Columbus’s letter Concerning the Islands Recently Discovered in the Indian Sea, 1493.  
Map: Created from various sources.

Distribution of Columbus’s Letter

Document Analysis

1. In his letter to the king of Spain, what did Columbus claim to have discovered?

2. Why, in 1493, would this discovery have been big news?

3. Where was Columbus when he wrote his letter?

4. In what European cities, and in what languages, was the letter published in 1493? 

5.  Based on this document, do you think the printing press is likely to have had a significant effect on 
exploration in the late 1400s and early 1500s? Explain your thinking.

 

Because my undertakings have attained success, I know that it will be pleasing to you: these I 
have determined to relate, so that you may be made acquainted with everything done and discov-
ered in this our voyage. On the thirty-third day after I departed from Cadiz, I came to the Indian 
sea, where I found many islands inhabited by men without number, of all which I took possession 
for our most fortunate king, with proclaiming heralds and flying standards, no one objecting. 

Note: Columbus’s 15-page letter to the King of Spain was written on his return voyage from the Americas.
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Printing Press Mini-Q

Document E

Document Analysis
1. In what year was the Martellus World Map printed and published? The Waldseemuller World Map?
 
2. What discoveries made between 1489 and 1507 appear on the Waldseemuller Map? 

3.  What inference can you make about the connection between the Waldseemuller Map and the  
published 1493 letter of Columbus in Doc D?

4.  How can you use documents D and E to argue that the printing press played an important role in 
stimulating exploration?

5.  What arguments can be made that exploration was a very important consequence of the  
printing press?

Source: Henricus Martellus’s World Map, 1489.

Note: The map at left is the 
famous 1507 Waldseemuller 
World Map. It has the nick-
name “America’s Birth 
Certificate” because it is the 
first known map to record the 
existence of the American 
continents (albeit in a strange, 
inaccurate shape). 

Source: Martin Waldseemuller’s World Map, 1507.
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Printing Press Mini-Q

Bucketing – Getting Ready to Write

Bucketing

Look over all the documents and organize them into your final buckets. Write bucket labels  
under each bucket and place the letters of the documents in the buckets where they belong. In 
this Mini-Q, lots of multi-bucketing is expected. Remember, your buckets are going to be your 
body paragraphs.

Thesis Development and Road Map

On the chickenfoot below, write your thesis and your road map. Your thesis is always an opinion 
and answers the Mini-Q question. The road map is created from your bucket labels and lists the 
topic areas you will examine in order to prove your thesis. 
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Printing Press Mini-Q

From Thesis to Essay Writing
Mini-Q Essay Outline Guide

Working Title 

Paragraph #1

Grabber 

Background 

Stating the question with key terms defined 

Thesis and road map 

Paragraph #2

Baby Thesis for bucket one 

Evidence: supporting detail from documents with document citation

 

Argument:

 

Paragraph #3

Baby Thesis for bucket two 

Evidence 

  

Argument

 

Paragraph #4

Conclusion: 
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Student Mini-Q Lined Paper
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Printing Press Mini-Q

Student Mini-Q Lined Paper



Marking the Text Overview: As you read through your text, complete the following steps:

1. Number the paragraphs

2. Underline the main ideas

3. Highlight the key points that support the
main ideas

4. Put a star by anything that is important
a. For example: evidence

5. Circle important vocabulary words AND
words that you don’t know

6. Put an exclamation mark next to anything
that surprises you

7. Put a question mark next to anything that
confuses you

8. Write comments or draw pictures in the
margins on anything that helps you connect
information you are reading to information
you already know or have experienced

A.C.E Writing Strategies Overview

A Answer the question Take the question you are being asked and make it a statement while you answer
it

Example:
Question: What is your favorite free time activity?

Answer: My favorite free time activity is watching movies.

C Cite Evidence ● Use your previous experience, prior knowledge,  or information from
what you read to support your answer

● Try to use transitional words and phrases such as ‘in fact,’ ‘especially,’
‘such as,’ and for instance’

Example: In fact, I like all genres of movies and watch them as often as possible.

E Elaborate ● Add more information to your evidence by explaining, comparing &
contrasting, showing  cause & effect, etc.

Example: In my opinion, watching movies is a great way to take a break from
reality and enter a new world.

PUT IT ALL TOGETHER:

Question: What is your favorite free time activity?
Answer:

My favorite free time activity is watching movies. In fact, I like all genres of movies and watch them as often as
possible. In my opinion, watching movies is a great way to take a break from reality and enter a new world.



Complete Summary Overview:

Topic  Sentence: Use your own words to tell the reader the main idea of the reading.

Body Sentences: Use your own words to tell the reader about the most important details that support
your topic sentence.

Conclusion: Use your own words to restate the topic sentence.

Example:
In the article, “The Greatness of Electricity,” author Michael Johnson explains the benefits of electricity.
First, electricity allows us to use entertainment such as phones and televisions because it powers them.
Second, electricity keeps us safe by enabling us to keep our food cold so it does not spoil.  Last,
electricity makes life comfortable by powering machines such as the dishwasher and heater.  People
benefit immensely from power electricity and we would have much different lives if we did not have
electricity in our lives.

Persuasive Essay Overview:

Topic Paragraph : Include a ‘hook’ sentence to grab the reader’s attention.  Include background
information on the topic so the reader understands why it is important.  Include a thesis statement
where you take a position.  List the 3 reasons why you support that position.

3 Body Paragraphs:  Include ONE reason in each paragraph (these are the reasons you stated in your
topic paragraph).  Include evidence/details to support your reason and relate to the first sentence of this
paragraph.

Conclusion Paragraph : Restate your thesis in different words.  Summarize your three reasons for
supporting your opinion.



Smart About Medicine

Smart About Medicine
by Jennifer Magid

Check out these dos and don'ts for taking medicine safely.

Did you know that almost one out of three teens think there is nothing wrong with using prescription 
drugs without a doctor's prescription, according to the Partnership for a Drug-Free America?

Medicines can help people fight illnesses and get better faster, and can keep people from getting sick 
in the first place. But if they aren't taken correctly, medicines may cause more harm than good. Read 
on to learn more about responsible medicine use.

DO take all your antibiotics.

Here's a scenario: After three days of taking the medicine your doctor prescribed for strep throat, you 
feel great. You still have seven days' worth of pills left. Is it OK to stop taking them and shove them to 
the back of the medicine cabinet until the next time you get sick?

Nope! Always finish taking all the antibiotics (bacteria-fighting drugs) prescribed by your doctor, even 
if you start to feel healthy again. "When bacteria are undertreated, they have a chance to multiply," 
says Dr. Tanya Arora, a pediatrician at Children's Hospital Los Angeles. "You get bacteria that no 
longer respond to the antibiotic." Some antibiotics don't just get rid of bacteria, Arora adds. Some also 
help prevent other problems. For instance, strep throat that is not fully treated can lead to rheumatic 
fever, an illness that can damage the heart.

Don't take someone else's medicine.

The most common way teens get medications they aren't supposed to be taking is from a friend or a 
relative, according to the 2008 Monitoring the Future survey. But sharing your medicine, or taking 
another person's medication, can be dangerous. It's also illegal.

"If the drug was not prescribed for you, you don't ... have your own doctor's knowledge of how the 
prescription medicine will interact with your own body [or] with other medicines you may be taking," 
says Steve Pasierb, president of the Partnership for a Drug-Free America. That means you could get 
very sick.

Plus, if you take someone else's medicine, that person won't have enough of it. Pharmacists cannot 
refill a prescription if a medication has been used up before it should have been. That could put the 
other person's health in danger.

DO make sure you are taking the correct dose.

Every week, approximately one in 10 kids use some kind of cough and cold medicine, according to 
experts at Boston University. Cough and cold medicines can be a big help when you're sniffling and 
sneezing. But because you can buy them without a prescription, many people don't realize just how 
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dangerous those drugs can be if they are misused.

While cough medications may have different names, they often have the same or similar ingredients. 
For example, the ingredient diphenhydramine, which treats coughs, can make you stop breathing if 
you take too much.

"These medications are not meant to take away all your symptoms and make you feel back to normal
-they only help a little bit," Arora says. Taking more than you should won't help your symptoms.

DO find out whether your medicine shouldn't be mixed.

Sometimes, drugs can interact with other drugs, foods, or vitamins. For example, iron supplements 
can keep tetracycline, a common antibiotic, from working. Grapefruit juice affects a number of 
medicines, such as ones for heart disease and allergies, as well as some that fight infections.

Certain vitamins and supplements for athletes can have damaging effects on the kidneys and liver. "It 
is important that your doctor know [what you are taking] so that they avoid prescribing medications 
that may worsen that damage," says Virginia Cox of the Consumer Healthcare Products Association.

Don't take expired meds.

Some medicines don't work as well as time passes or if they are kept in high temperatures. Expired 
medicine may not work as intended. That is why it is better to always go to the doctor rather than try 
to figure out on your own what you ought to do.

"Your self-diagnosis may be wrong, and the prescription medicine you take may have a negative 
impact on what is truly wrong with you," says Pasierb.

Rx Quick Check

Put your medicine smarts to the test.

1.  You have a fever but otherwise feel OK. Should you take a medicine that treats fever, sore throat, 
sneezing, and coughing?
(A)  yes
(B)  no

2.  Your family has a bottle of medicine with an expiration date of 08/09. That means it was safe to 
use until
(A)  September 2008.
(B)  August 2009.
(C)  2008 or 2009.

3.  True or False: Abusing over-the-counter or prescription medications can be just as dangerous as 
abusing illegal street drugs.
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Answers:
1.  B (Avoid taking unnecessary medicines.);
2.  B;
3.  True

Arvind Balaraman/Shutterstock

Measuring Up
You may have heard the expression "Don't judge a book by its cover." Don't judge a spoonful by the 
spoon, either.

Kitchen teaspoons-the kind you eat with-shouldn't be used to take liquid medicines. That's 
because not all spoons are alike. Spoons can hold anywhere from 4 milliliters of liquid to 10 milliliters, 
according to a study by doctors in Minnesota. However, the correct amount of liquid in a teaspoon 
serving is 5 milliliters. Use a medicine measuring cup instead. Then you can be sure it is the right 
dose.
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consumer 
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Definition
noun

1. a person who buys goods or services.

Consumers spend a lot of money during the holidays.

Advanced Definition
noun

1. one who purchases goods or services.

2. a person or thing that consumes.

Spanish cognate

consumidor: The Spanish word consumidor means consumer.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. It was not until this thing called the Internet hit the consumer world that we recognized this 
network was really important.

2. While it does currently contain a lithium battery (the same kind used in devices like 
pacemakers which are implanted in the body), it is consumer grade, and not the kind used by 
professional implant producers.
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Definition
noun

1. a device used to collect information about the operation or condition of someone or something.

James was attached to a heart monitor while he was in the hospital.

2. a screen for a computer that shows information.

Working in front of a computer monitor all day is tiring.

verb

1. to observe something in order to get information.

The supervisor monitors our daily progress.

Advanced Definition
noun

1. a device for observing or recording continuous data about the function, operation, or condition 
of something, esp. a device that gives warning of an abnormal or potentially dangerous 
condition.

The heart-lung monitor was showing a steady heart rate.

The sound-system monitor lets us know if any instrument is too loud or soft.

2. a student appointed to assist in keeping order within a school.

The hall monitor asked if we had a pass.

3. a radio or television receiving device that is used in a control room to check the quality of 
transmission.

4. a visual display screen for a computer terminal.

My eyes get tired from looking at the computer monitor all day.

There is space for only the monitor and the keyboard on the desk.

5. any of a variety of large carnivorous lizards of Southeast Asia and Australia; monitor lizard.

6. anything that serves to warn or remind.

transitive verb
ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

Definitions and sample sentences within definitions are provided by Wordsmyth. © 2015 Wordsmyth. All rights reserved.

ReadWorks Vocabulary - monitor

1. to observe in order to check on.

The prison censor monitors all correspondence.

The progress of the space mission was monitored by scientists on earth.

The supervisor monitors all our work procedures.

2. to detect, keep track of, or check the quality of (television or radio signals) with a receiver.

3. to observe and record information about, esp. using continuously recording instruments.

This instrument monitors the movement of the stars.

4. to observe critically; supervise.

A substitute teacher came in to monitor the exam.

intransitive verb

1. to serve as a recorder, detector, observer, or the like.

Spanish cognate

monitor: The Spanish word monitor means monitor.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Bird-watchers and bridge workers monitor the falcons with Web cameras.

2. Homes will have medical stations that monitor people's blood pressure.

3. Chip readers will monitor all products and services in New Songdo City.

4. In this game, players wear headbands that monitor their stress levels by measuring brain 
waves.

5. She hacked the television monitor so that instead of news programs it projected waves of 
multicolored static.

6. But I have to closely monitor all the comments because sometimes people post mean ones, 
which I have to delete, she added.

7. On January 30, 2005, her tiny body lay so lifeless that doctors "only knew by looking at the 
[heart monitor] that her heart didn't beat anymore," her grandmother told Can West.
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Smart About Medicine - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. According to the text, how many teenagers think there is nothing wrong with taking 

prescription drugs without a doctor's prescription?

A. one out of ten teenagers

B. one out of four teenagers

C. one out of three teenagers

D. about half of teenagers

2. The text gives readers a list of things they should and should not do with medicines. 

Which of the following does the writer include in the text?

A. You do not always need to finish taking all the antibiotics prescribed.

B. You can take someone else's medicine.

C. You can mix medicine with any other foods, drugs, or vitamins.

D. You should not take expired medicine.

3. Sometimes food or other medications can interfere with the effectiveness of a drug.

What evidence from the text supports this conclusion?

A. "Grapefruit juice affects a number of medicines, such as ones for heart disease and 
allergies, as well as some that fight infections."

B. "Always finish taking all the antibiotics (bacteria-fighting drugs) prescribed by your 
doctor, even if you start to feel healthy again."

C. "Some medicines don't work as well as time passes or if they are kept in high 
temperatures. Expired medicine may not work as intended."

D. "Certain vitamins and supplements for athletes can have damaging effects on the 
kidneys and liver."

4. Based on the text, which of the following is likely?

A. All medicines are safe to mix with other drugs, foods, or vitamins.

B. People always take all of their antibiotics.

C. Many people do not use medicines correctly.

D. No one ever shares their medication with other people.
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5. What is this text mostly about?

A. how to take medicine responsibly

B. how to get a prescription for an illness

C. different kinds of medicine

D. how to take medicine for a cold

6. Read these sentences from the text.

Some medicines don't work as well as time passes or if they are 

kept in high temperatures. Expired medicine may not work as 

intended.

As used in the text, what does the word "expired" mean?

A. very sick

B. prescribed

C. past a certain date

D. before a certain date

7. Choose the word that best completes the sentence.

Grapefruit juice can affect a number of medicines, _____ you should ask your doctor if it 

is safe to drink it with your medication.

A. before

B. so

C. because

D. after

8. According to the text, what are the two reasons people should not take someone 

else's medicine?

9. Explain how medicines that you can get without a prescription be more dangerous 

than those with a prescription. Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
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The Hoover Dam
by Michael Stahl

Hydropower is energy generated by a process that uses running or falling water. Mankind has used it 
for centuries. Around the globe during more primitive times, man used hydropower for irrigation of 
crops located miles around local water sources. Later, hydropower was used to energize mills that 
manufactured all sorts of things from paper to paint. These days, hydropower is looked to for the 
generation of electricity more than any other type of energy, so it is now often referred to as "hydro-
electric power." Hydropower has both positive and negative effects. If one were to try and find a 
perfect example of what hydropower can do for society, both positive and negative, they would need 
to look no further than the border between the states of Nevada and Arizona in the United States of 
America. There, they would find one of the most iconic and recognizable structures in the entire 
country. There, they would find the Hoover Dam.

For decades, the people of the United States of America knew that the Colorado River would be a 
tremendously useful resource. The Colorado River was used to irrigate farmlands for miles, which 
brought thousands upon thousands of settlers to the Southwest region. At the turn of the twentieth 
century though, the government became aware of the many technological improvements being made 
in the world of hydropower. It had been used famously to power steamboats, but these new 
developments were making it easier for hydropower to be used to generate electricity. With the 
invention of the light bulb in 1879, it was just a matter of time before electricity, especially amounts 
generated by hydropower, would become incredibly important in people's day-to-day lives. It didn't 
take much time either! In Wisconsin, just three years after the light bulb was invented, the first 
hydroelectric plant opened, proving that the technology in the field of hydropower was being updated 
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rapidly. Therefore, by 1900, the United States felt that action should be taken in the Southwest in 
order to capitalize on the availability of these new advances, while improving life for both present and 
future settlers that were moving westward.

It took quite a while for the outlining of formal plans for a new dam in that area to be agreed upon. For 
almost thirty years, there were disagreements on where the dam should be built and how it should be 
built. However, during that time, the technology only improved. In a way then, the delays only helped 
create a more outstanding final product. Finally, in 1928, President Coolidge approved the building of 
what would become the Hoover Dam. More planning took place that spanned three additional years. 
It was decided that the dam would be 726 feet tall, 1200 feet wide at its crest, and 660 feet thick at its 
base. 6.6 million tons of concrete would be needed then for the 91.8 billion cubic-foot facing. Finally, 
in 1931 President Herbert Hoover, the man which the dam would eventually be named after, ordered 
that the work begin on the $40 million project, which, in 2013, would now cost in excess of $700 
million.

Thirty-five miles north of the dam site in the state of Nevada was a small city called Las Vegas. Once 
word got out that the tremendous new dam would be built at the Nevada-Arizona border, tens of 
thousands unemployed workers who were suffering through some of the peak years of The Great 
Depression flocked to the nearby city and its population quadrupled almost instantly. Though the 
working conditions were extremely difficult due to high summer temperatures (sixteen people died in 
just one month from heat stroke), the new Las Vegas citizens were desperate to take any work they 
could get. Employment for the dam peaked at over 5,000 workers being paid at one time in 1934. By 
the time the Hoover Dam was completed two years later, 112 people had died during its construction, 
while many more fell ill from pneumonia caused by the working conditions over the course of the 
months and years to come. Some of those cases resulted in unfortunate fatalities as well. A memorial 
tribute to the workers who lost their lives rests on the dam site with the inscription: "They died to make 
the desert bloom." And bloom it did.

The Hoover Dam has many functions with one of them being irrigation. One million acres of land 
around the dam and the All-American Canal, which has water fed to it from the Hoover Dam, are 
irrigated because of the manmade colossus and the hydropower it produces. Irrigation is incredibly 
important to the survival of the species of man. One-third of all food in the world that is produced 
comes from irrigated lands. Obviously, the Hoover Dam is quite helpful in that regard.

The Hoover Dam not only provides water to crops, but also to people. Lake Mead is a nearby lake 
that is the largest reservoir in the United States. It's a manmade lake that, like the All-American 
Canal, gets its water from what is collected at the dam. Lake Mead has a surface area of 247 square 
miles and services eight million people with water in Arizona, Nevada, and California. Because so 
much water moves through the Hoover Dam and into the All-American Canal and Lake Mead, 
potential floods are also kept under control, making local areas much safer and less susceptible to 
flooding than in the days before the Hoover Dam.

Still, the biggest reason the Hoover Dam exists is its ability to provide electricity for people in the 
outlying areas. Each year, the dam generates an average of 4.2 billion kilowatt-hours of electricity. A 
kilowatt-hour is the energy it takes for a kilowatt to work for one hour. This kind of power is potent 
enough for the roughly one million people who use electricity from the Hoover Dam to enjoy it. The 
Hoover Dam has been a key factor in the development of major American cities like Las Vegas and 
Los Angeles because of the availability of electricity it provides to those sections of the Southwestern 
states of the U.S.
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Safety to people in the surrounding areas and cleanliness are two of the main reasons why 
hydropower would be a favored source of energy over others. Once oil burns off after use, like in an 
automobile, toxic gases and contaminants are thrown into the air, polluting the atmosphere. Coal has 
a similar, dirty impact. Though nuclear power is also very clean, as well as cost-efficient, there are 
massive risks to people who live near nuclear power plants should something unfortunate occur at 
one. Atomic energy creates radiation, which is extremely hazardous if it is leaked into the 
environment. In general, nuclear power plant activity has not resulted in as many deaths as those 
associated with the generation of other types of power; however, there is a great risk that it could. 
Hydropower creates very few gaseous emissions. Safety at the Hoover Dam is a top priority as the 
workers there constantly inspect the dam for damage. There have been very few incidents since the 
dam opened nearly eighty years ago.

Even though there clearly are numerous advantages to the activation of the Hoover Dam and the 
work done at the site, there are a few environmental impacts that are harsh. Local ecosystems have 
declined as a result of water being used up by the Dam and its emptying into the Lake Mead 
reservoir. The water levels in the Colorado River have been reduced. Plant life then in the immediate 
area has suffered because the plants have difficulty growing roots long enough to find drinking water. 
Therefore, they have been sacrificed so that crops abroad could flourish. The dam has impacted the 
temperatures of the water in the Colorado River. Certain fish that can only survive in particular water 
temperatures have been almost completely wiped out, including four species of fish that have since 
been placed on the Endangered Species list. The turbines that draw in the water and use it to help 
transform energy also draw in fish that are killed from time to time as well. Scientists and engineers 
have been working to address these environmental issues for years. Progress has been made as 
they have invented "fish friendly" turbines that allow fish to pass through them unharmed.

There is widespread awareness of these problems, but, clearly, a majority of legislators agree that the 
benefits of the Hoover Dam greatly outweigh the negatives. The U.S. government has authorized 
extensions allowing the operations of The Hoover Dam to continue through at least the year 2067. 
The people of the Southwest region of the United States will be able to enjoy the benefits that the 
Hoover Dam provides them: food, water, and electricity. On top of all of that, the local economy will 
also benefit, due to tourism, with over ten million people taking in the boating and sun of Lake Mead 
and seven million people visiting the dam each year.
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Definition
noun

1. a wall built across a river or stream to stop the flow of water.

The dam was built to help control floods.

Advanced Definition
noun

1. a barrier built usu. across a waterway to restrict flow and raise the water level.

Construction of the Hoover Dam on the Colorado River began in 1931.

2. a barrier or obstruction resembling a dam.

The large beaver dam blocked the stream.

The kids are having fun building a dam across the creek with stones.

transitive verb

1. to construct a dam on, in, or across; obstruct with a dam.

The river was dammed in 1948.

2. to obstruct as if with a dam.

The government dammed the flow of information.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Electricity production varies annually depending on how much water is required downriver from 
the dam and the water levels of Lake Mead.

2. The water loss is more than the ecosystem can keep up with; urban and agricultural systems 
suffer from water shortages, too. The CERP will restore a lot of the water by opening up 
unused dams and filling in old canals to help redirect water flow back to the wetlands.

3. This dam forms a big lake behind it, Lake Shasta, which has a 365-mile-long shore line.

4. The unyielding downpour was too much for the dam at the reservoir to stand. It exploded.

5. About 10 years ago, a plan was proposed to build a dam on a nearby river.
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6. Hydropower technologies can be as simple as a watermill on a stream or as complex as a 
hydroelectricity dam.

7. The more they farmed, the more water they needed, and they built dams, walls and other 
basic irrigation systems.

8. The dam will trap the river's water. As the water rises, it might flood Assur and many other 
nearby ancient ruins.

9. Participants at the seven-day World Water Forum discussed ways of pooling the world's 
money and resources to save water. They proposed building more dams to collect rainwater.
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Advanced Definition
transitive verb

1. to cause to be brought into being.

The human body generates heat.

The farm uses a windmill to generate its own electricity.

The news generated a great deal of excitement.

Establishment of the factory will generate more jobs in the area.

The lottery generates significant revenue for the state.

2. to beget (offspring).

Laboratory mice exposed to the chemicals were no longer capable of generating 

offspring.

Spanish cognate

generar: The Spanish word generar means generate.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Solar power is energy from the sun that can be used to generate electricity.

2. It's possible the flamingos were sensing some primary waves that the earthquake generated
 before the stronger waves that were felt by people.

3. When there is a change in one of the forms of energy used to power modes of transportation, 
then the energy generated by these devices changes as well.

4. Water power, or hydropower, is one of the oldest sources of energy. Hydropower often comes 
from dams or waterfalls. Of all renewable energy sources, it is most often used to generate
 electricity.

5. In order to generate enough force to propel the shuttle from the earth's surface all the way into 
outer space, the shuttle's fuel tanks had to send an enormous amount of opposite pressure 
against the ground.

6. Perhaps the most common use of steam is electricity; about 90 percent of all electricity 
generated in the U.S. comes from steam turbines. Heat to boil the water is generated by many 
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fuels, including coal, natural gas and nuclear fuel.

7. The Tennessee Valley Authority is a governmentowned corporation that sought to rejuvenate 
the economy of the Tennessee Valley region during the Great Depression. This corporation set 
out to fulfill these goals by constructing dams to generate hydroelectric power as well as 
building coalburning plants to generate electricity.

8. Another form of renewable energy is wind energy. Like an extremely large pinwheel, wind 
turbines have blades that rotate when the wind blows, and this movement generates
 electricity.

9. The fishing industry generates $80 billion a year.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
Definitions and sample sentences within definitions are provided by Wordsmyth. © 2015 Wordsmyth. All rights reserved.

ReadWorks Vocabulary - irrigate

irrigate 
	
	
	


	
	

					
					ir
						·
					ri
						·
					gate
						
				

Definition

verb

1. to bring in water for land or crops.

The farmer irrigated the dry land so he could grow corn.

Advanced Definition

transitive verb

1. to water by artificial means, as by pumping and spraying, or by man-made channels from a natural 
source of water.

Farmers have to irrigate this dry land in order to grow crops.

2. to wash out or spray during a medical or dental procedure.

The dentist irrigates the gums to dislodge food particles.

Spanish cognate

irrigar: The Spanish word irrigar means irrigate.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. People drink the water, use it for cooking, and irrigate their farm fields with it.

2. For decades, the people of the United States of America knew that the Colorado River would be a 
tremendously useful resource. The Colorado River was used to irrigate farmlands for miles, which 
brought thousands upon thousands of settlers to the Southwest region.

3. New irrigation systems also can reduce water consumption. Traditional irrigation systems spray 
water over an entire field, but much of it evaporates before the plants can soak it up. Newer drip 
irrigation systems supply water directly to the plants' roots so that less water is lost to evaporation.

4. Farmers in those areas have to dig more and deeper wells to extract enough water for their fields, 
Goeke says. "As the water levels drop, you have to pull the water from ever-greater depths," he 
says. "It's more expensive to irrigate." In some places, farmers have abandoned their wells 
altogether.

5. Egypt gets little rain. Ancient Egyptian farmers relied on the annual flooding of the Nile River to 
irrigate their fields.

6. The American settlers  also built  large  aqueducts to  irrigate  inland California, which previously had 
been too dry to cultivate crops. Thanks to the state's temperate, Mediterraneanlike climate, a large 
variety of crops could flourish, now that there was sufficient water.
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The Hoover Dam - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is hydro-electric power?

A. a form of hydropower that is no longer used to generate electricity

B. a form of hydropower that uses running water to generate electricity

C. a form of hydropower that uses electricity to move water

D. a form of hydropower that uses electricity to build dams

2. What does the author describe in the passage?

A. the history of the Hoover Dam and its impact on the Southwest region

B. the development of different types of hydropower

C. the political environment in America during the construction of the Hoover Dam

D. improvements in irrigation along the Colorado River before the Hoover Dam was built

3. The Hoover Dam provides water to crops and people, keeps potential floods under 

control, and generates electricity for people in the outlying areas.

Based on this evidence, it can be concluded that the Hoover Dam

A. has had a negative impact on the environment of the Southwest region

B. has had a negative impact on the people living in the Southwest region

C. has had more than one positive impact on the Southwest region

D. has had only one positive impact on the Southwest region

4. Based on the passage, the benefits of the Hoover Dam

A. are limited to humans

B. are limited to the environment

C. are decreasing over time as the dam becomes old

D. are greater than the negative results of the dam

5. This passage is mostly about

A. the Hoover Dam and the impact hydropower can have on a region

B. why different politicians are in favor of extending the operations of the Hoover Dam

C. the advantages of using hydropower over other sources of energy

D. the effects the Hoover Dam has had on the environment
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6. Read the sentences:

"In Wisconsin, just three years after the light bulb was invented, the first hydroelectric 

plant opened, proving that the technology in the field of hydropower was being updated 

rapidly. Therefore, by 1900, the United States felt that action should be taken in the 

Southwest in order to capitalize on the availability of these new advances, while 

improving life for both present and future settlers that were moving westward."

What word or phrase could best replace capitalize on as used in this sentence?

A. take advantage of

B. make money off of

C. eliminate

D. block from future use

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

__________ there is widespread awareness of the Hoover Dam's negative 

environmental impacts, a majority of legislators agree that the dam's benefits outweigh 

these negative impacts.

A. Because

B. When

C. Although

D. Instead of

8. Hydropower is a more favorable source of energy compared to other sources such as 

coal and nuclear power.

Support this statement by using evidence from the text.

9. List at least two positive effects and two negative effects of the Hoover Dam.

10. Explain whether the operations of the Hoover Dam should be extended. Use 

evidence from the text to support your answer.
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